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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What EUREKA is and what EUREKA does can be summarized in these few words. 
It is an intergovernmental network established in 1985.
It is a leading facilitator of innovation, providing a proven platform for international R&D&I cooperation.
It facilitates access to finance for companies involved in its projects
Being a partner in a EUREKA project helps your R&D-performing business access financing and international partners, markets and publicity. It’s light on process, big on impact and proven to accelerate innovation and time to market. Over half of EUREKA participants are small and medium-sized businesses. We will get into more details as we progress.
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Canada and EUREKA

• June 2012: associate member
• March 2016: joins Eurostars
• Opportunity for Canadian innovators to 

engage with foreign companies through 
technology partnering for accelerated 
solutions (products, services, processes) 
and market access. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since June 2012, Canadian associate membership in EUREKA has been delivered by NRC. EUREKA provides access for Canadian innovators (SMEs, large firms, and industrial research organizations) to engage in international industrial Research and Development and Innovation projects to develop products, processes and services with partners from EUREKA member states from Europe and Israel as well as the associate members South Korea and South Africa. The objective is to enable Canadian firms to grow through accelerated commercialization and facilitated market access. While innovation is increasingly becoming an international activity, most public funding is in national programs dedicated to national activities.  EUREKA provides national programs, such as NRC’s Industrial Research Assistance Program (IRAP), an international dimension without centralizing funding.  
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Characteristics of EUREKA projects
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
EUREKA projects are about applied R&D&I collaboration, always taking into account the needs of the market. The majority of project participants are from industry, large and small, as well as research organizations and universities.
EUREKA has a bottom-up approach - the project consortium decides the nature of the project, its focus, size, shape and the technology addressed; it is not predefined by us.
The resulting projects address the development of a market-ready innovation - a product, process or service for civilian purposes.
All EUREKA projects are examples of international cooperation – they must involve partners from at least two EUREKA countries. 
For associated countries like Canada, one of the partners must be from a member country.
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1985 2015

More than €37 billion invested
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€37+
billion 6,100+

projects

10,200+
SMEs

2,600+
Universities

2,200+
Research
Centres

5,000+
Large

Companies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From its start in 1985 to 2015, EUREKA has generated a significant number of international R&D projects supported by billions of public and private funding. We will provide you with some specific examples from these overall statistics.
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More than 40 EUREKA countries
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Full members Associated countries National information points International cooperation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently there are 38 European member countries and 3 associated country which are Canada, South Africa and South Korea. This creates the opportunity to extend your domestic R&D activities internationally and accelerate innovation.
For a EUREKA project, you need one or more partners from other participant countries. For associated countries like Canada, one of the partners must be from a member country.
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EUREKA network projects
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Innovative 
product, process 
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projects need to 
reflect market 
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National 
evaluation 
procedures & 
funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EUREKA has 3 instruments: network project, clusters and Eurostars. We will give you a brief explanation of every instrument. However, you don’t need to worry about details. If you have a project, we will help you chose the instrument that is most suitable for you and your international business partner.
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EUREKA Clusters
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Industry led 
initiatives
• Medium term
• Strategically 

significant 
• International 

ecosystem of 
R&D&I actors

Large number 
of participants
• Major European 

industries
• Large SME 

participation 
(30–50% of partners)

Fostering
European 
competitiveness 
• Develop generic 

technologies and 
standards

• Address economic 
and societal 
challenges

Clusters represent 70% of the budget of EUREKA project portfolio
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EUREKA Clusters
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Innovation in 
water technologies
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Systems

Low carbon energy 
technologies
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systems and 
services

Metallurgy

Micro- and Nano-
Electronic Components 
and Systems 

Penta
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Eurostars is…
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SMEs in the driving seat
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always 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have to use the EC definition of SMEs for leading Eurostars projects, i.e. 
“ The category of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is made up of enterprises which employ fewer
than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or an annual balance sheet
total not exceeding EUR 43 million” .

What is the Eurostars definition of an R&D-performing SME?
To qualify as an R&D-performing SME, an organisation must first comply with the EC definition of an SME. In addition, it must also meet the thresholds for dedicated R&D FTEs or turnover set by EUREKA. SMEs with a headcount of 100 FTE employees or fewer must:
have at least 5.0 FTEs dedicated to R&D activities or dedicate at least 10.00% of their FTE to R&D activities or dedicate at least 10.00% of their turnover to R&D activities.
SMEs with a headcount of more than 100 FTE employees: have at least 10.0 FTEs dedicated to R&D activities or dedicate at least 10.00% of their FTE to R&D activities or dedicate at least 10.00% of their turnover to R&D activities.

This and all other eligibility criteria are described in detail in the Guidelines for Eligibility.
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Are you eligible to participate?
Basic EUREKA Criteria for Projects
• Non-military applications.
• Market-oriented, commercially-viable R&D for a new product, process, service.
• Unrelated parties, no contractor relationship, from at least 2 EUREKA countries 

(for Canada, at least one EUREKA full member).

For SMEs (to be eligible for IRAP support)
• be an SME in Canada, incorporated and profit-oriented.
• have 500 or fewer full-time equivalent employees.
• have objective to grow and generate profits through development and 

commercialization of innovative, technology-driven new or improved products, 
services, or processes in Canada.

For non-SMEs (not eligible for IRAP support)
• possess an expertise in a commercially-oriented field.
• have experience and capacity to undertake an international project.
• have access to funding, or self-funding, to bring to the table.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*IS YOUR COMPANY A FIT?

This is not for every company.

You will need to assess your own readiness and discuss it with your NRC-IRAP ITA. As a guideline consider these points: 

Committed to aggressive growth and global market expansion
Sufficient working capital to undertake a multi-year R&D collaboration and commercialize the results (ex: minimum of $200k-$300k per year)
Capable of world-class, differentiated, protectable technology
Already commercialized product in domestic or other markets
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Is your company a fit?

This is not for every company. You will need to assess your 
own readiness and discuss it with your NRC-IRAP ITA.
As a guideline consider these points: 

 Committed to aggressive growth and global market expansion
 Sufficient working capital to undertake a multi-year R&D 

collaboration and commercialize the results (ex: minimum of $200k-
$300k per year)

 Capable of world-class, differentiated, protectable technology
 Already commercialized product in domestic or other markets
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Innovation in Canada

14www.eurekanetwork.ca

Thank you!

Tim Jackson
Atlantic & Nunavut Region
Tel: 506-636-3728
timothy.jackson@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca

NRC-IRAP regional offices across Canada
1-877-994-4727
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